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UNCLAS BERN 0048 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINR, SZ 

SUBJECT: FOREIGN SMALL EARTH-STATION TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT 
REF: STATE 282811 

EMBASSY HAS BEEN INFORMED BY RUDOLF RUETSCHI, CHIEF OF 
PLANNING, STUDIES, AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS SUBDIVISION, 
DEPARTMENT OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS, SWISS PTT, THAT SWITZER- 
LAND HAS NO RPT NO PLANS ACQUIRE SMALL EARTH STATIONS IN 
FORESEEABLE FUTURE. RUETSCHI SAID SWITZERLAND'S SATELLITE 
COMMUNICATIONS ADEQUATELY HANDLED BY INTELSAT STATION AT 
LEUK (FOR ATLANTIC REGION) AND THROUGH COOPERATIVE ARRANGEMENT 
WITH GERMANY FOR USE OF INDIAN OCEAN SATELLITE. 

RUETSCHI INDICATED POSSIBILITY OF ADDITIONAL ANTENNA FOR 
LEUK, FOR DIRECT ACCESS TO INDIAN OCEAN SATELLITE, BUT THERE 
ARE NO FIRM PLANS AT THIS TIME. 
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